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Looking Back on the Covered Bridge Tour
-Eric Zagrocki

On May 4th, over 60 club members participated in our Covered Bridge Tour. We had a perfect day and the
event proved to be interesting for both car enthusiast drivers and those passengers who may have had to be
talked into attending. We mostly traveled along interesting rural farm roads. The fields were already bright
with crops and flowers, and we encountered countless horses, cows, sheep and even a stray lama or two. As
expected, the bridges offered up a large dose of charm and beauty. Along the way, we crossed six bridges,
saw a seventh bridge, and enjoyed a competitive poker hand for good measure. It was great to see so many
people having a good time with a Chapter event.

Let me extend a big thank you to all of you who came out to take part. Let me also extend a special thank you
to Demond Nixon and Sarah Gee at Bobby Rahal BMW of South Hills. The dealership proved to be the perfect
meeting point while we completed registration for the event. We had a light breakfast and Demond made sure
that a new M3, a 135i and an X6 were all open for inspection. Demond proved to be a real friend of the club
in his efforts to support this event and we now know that he is a true enthusiast!

Given the great turnout, we faced some logistical issues in keeping the 30 car caravan together. Most of the
roads were off the beaten path, nevertheless, we all managed to make the first four bridges without too much
adventure. When we hit the transit between the forth and fifth bridges, it never occurred to me that having pre
-run the event in the early spring, some of the road signs would be obscured with weeds by early May. All but
two cars missed the turn for the fifth bridge. Several cars were reported going in opposite directions down the
same road. Unfortunately, neither group was on the correct road. Happily, no one was too bothered by this
unknown turn of events (pun intended) and it added to the adventure. There were lots of smiles when the
group photo was taken at the end of the event.

Several regular members commented that it was quite a sight to see so many great looking e36's and €39's
come out for the event. My personal favorite moment was waiting to leave the parking lot of the Hughes
Bridge and hearing 20 or more of BMW'’s finest motors run up through the gears as everyone pulled out hard
from the lot.

The poker run added an element of interest to the event and the winner had an impressive full house to take
the grand prize for best hand. The winner received a very nice gift basket of golf shirts, golf balls and other
supplies from Bobby Rahal BMW. The holder of the worst hand received a basket of car detailing supplies.
We also raffled off a license plate autographed by Bobby Rahal himself. He reportedly has a classic Inka or-
ange 2002 tii in his garage.

After the drive, the club hosted a very nice lunch at Auggie’s Road House on Route 19. It was the perfect con-
clusion to the event. As this event was so well received, please look for similar type events in the future!

Finally, for those of you who are still wondering... most covered bridges were initially painted red because the
red dye in the paint contained a chemical component that also acted as an insecticide. The bridges were cov-
ered to protect the bridge deck timbers from the elements so that the wooden deck would last longer.
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The Auto No Show
-Bob Briggs

I made the annual trek to the Pittsburgh Auto Show. It still isn’t Detroit, LA or Frankfort, but it is here. A few of the
things | found interesting are included here.

The Chrysler Nassau concept car, from the rear it looks a lot like a Dimaxion. If you crash one, will the “OnStar” voice
say “Nassau, we have a problem”?

The SmartCar. If the name describes the car then it looks like more support for “Brains times beauty equals a con-
stant.” At least it did well in the crash tests.

The retro trend continues. Dodge brought out the new Challenger. In one of the most interesting retro creations, n2a
Motors brings us the 789. The 789 is an interesting collection of design elements, but | think | prefer the normal top
for the chassis.

-continued on page 8
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Nissan was showing the GT-R. The plaque said “This is a Japan spec. vehicle US Production model may vary”. |
sure hope it does. They have the steering wheel on the wrong side!

| found it odd that BMW chose to put a barrier
around the 1 series. You'd think that they would
want as many people as possible to experience
the new model. And isn’'t it odd to have the 7
series, the most expensive model, open for all to
climb into and the 1 series, the least expensive,
behind a barrier. | read an article in the Windy
City Breeze that | think aptly described the lower
curve just above the rockers as the “pregnant car
sag”. | hadn’t been able to describe that design
element. And then there was the strange absence
of the new M3.

If there’s
one thing
you don’t

want to
miss at the
Auto Show,

it’s me.

Meet Jill Wagner
from the Mercury TV
commercials and get
an autographed
photo.

At the
Mercury Display,
Saturday, April 19
1 p.m.-5p.m.

MERCURY | NEW DOORS OPENED

PO THE LATEST OFFERS, VINT PTG GHL COM

| went to the show on Thursday, the day it opened. Looks like |
picked the wrong day to go to the auto show.
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Vintage at the Vineyards
Lewisville, NC
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PRESIDENT'S NOTE
-Brett Sutton

Summer’s in full swing and flying by but we have a lot of club events to work on. PVGP (Pittsburgh Vintage Grand
Prix) is right around the corner; can you believe it is only a few short weeks away? The Vintage @ the Vineyards was
a huge success again this year in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. The event has doubled year over year in the past
three years. Three years ago there were about 50 vintage autos at the West Bend Vineyard. This grew to just hit
100 vintage models last year and this year there were about 225 BMW’s! This is truly becoming “the event” on
the East coast. To give you an idea of the international appeal that this event is attracting, | spoke with an atten-
dee from Puerto Rico. His wife gave him a 40t birthday present, which included airfare, lodging and registration
for the V@V. His wife must be a cool car chick!

Special thanks to “Orange Barrel” Bill Permar, Eric Zagrocki, and my “car chick” Dee for the caravan drive down to
the event. We had a great caravan of an M3, M5, Alpina B5 and the inaugural US drive for the Euro delivered 135i!
As always, the BMW Peach Tree Chapter screwballs are always a blast to hang out with and they did not fail us this
year either.

Check out our chapter’s new web page. We are still working on tweaking the page, but we are very excited to show-
case the new look of the club’s website. It has all the upcoming events and information on it, and we are working
on a photo gallery. If you have pictures, comments or suggestions about the page, email myself or anyone on the
Board. The registration forms for The Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix week can be found on the website and also in
the newsletter. Note that there will be a car corral at BeaverRun as well as at Schenley Park; so be sure to get
your registrations submitted. Both events will be catered, so a count of those planning on attending is needed.
You know the drill; the sooner, the better. This year we are teaming up with the Pittsburgh Mini Club at BeaveRun
for the weekend. This event keeps growing and should be a great time this year.

After the hectic month of July PVGP activities are over, we will be continuing in August with a club meeting/event
on August 9th. The Washington County Steam Engine Show will be an event that club members can attend which
will be followed by a Summer Grill and Shine event hosted by yours truly and his car chick. Note that the Steam
Engine event is not a club event, but many of you may be interested in checking out the event. The Grill and Shine
will be a family event so bring along the family for some swimming and grilling and probably just a bit of car talk.

See yunz at the Vintage!

Brett
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2008 Pitisburgh Vintage Grand Prix
—— Schenley Park

July 19-20, 2008
MEAL REGISTRATION

Car show registrafion must be done through the PVGP. Forms are available at pvgp.org. On the day of the car
show, participants should be directed to the BMW area . For more information,
please visit www.alleghenybimweca.ong.

Name Phone

Address

Cily Slale fip
E-miil

BMWCCA Members Y/N it Yes, Which Chapters

Car Information

Make Model Year

Menu (subjecl 1o change wilhoul nolice)

Scturday, July 19 Sunday, July 20

* Home Style BBQ Chicken = Drinks will be offered fora
+ USDA Choice All Beel Hamburgers small donalion.

+  Ball Park Hol dogs

«  Au Gralin Polaloes

Pasta Salad

+ Fresh Fruit

+  Drinks Included

Food will be grilled on-sile
served from 1 :30am - 1:30pm
Price: $15.00/person

Day Number of Meals Amount

Saturday, July 19 x 1500

Addilional Donalion:

Total Amount

Please make checks payable to: Allegheny Chapler BMW CCA.

Send to: Sponsored by:

Allegheny Chapter BMW CCA The Sewickley Car Store
P.0). Box 1285 and

McMurray, PA 15317 Bobby Rahal BMW

Questions or comments:

Please conlact Brell Sullon al bsutton135i@ comeast.net or kevin Murphy al

kmurph81@comcast.net/774-612-6365

1

1
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